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7 In a recent exhibit of the history of Saint Benedict’s Monastery, the Benedictine Sisters included an apology to former 
students of the White Earth and Red Lake schools, and to both communities at large, for the impact these schools had 
on the native culture of the Ojibwe. 
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9 This thesis is heavily based on the primary sources found in the St. John’s Abbey Archives. There is no information 





















                                                                                                                                                             
located at the Abbey Archives because the Abbot of St. John’s held considerable legal authority over the monastery at St. 
Joseph. For this reason, correspondence directed to the school at St. Benedict’s would have been addressed to the abbot 
of St. John’s instead of directly to the superior of the Monastery. Little material of much significance exists after a higher 
level of autonomy was achieved. For space reasons, the abbreviation ‘SJAA’ indicates sources from the St. John’s Abbey 
Archives. 
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This document was published y the two schools and served as an academic catalogue as well as an informational 
program on the history of the schools and work among the Ojibwe Indians. It also includes information on the non-
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29 Though not the focus of this paper, I did want to make mention of the vibrant and important discussion contained in 
other volumes about Indian education. The very brief discussion that occurs here is anything but complete, and many 
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